
This will be achieved through the
promotion of better working conditions,
professionalisation and transformation
of the sector through the collaborative
development of tools for the
implementation of sector best practice.

We want to share the enthusiasm of this
new season we are starting with all
those companies and organizations that
have accompanied us over the last years,
inviting them to continue to work
together in advancing our shared goals.

An initiative in which the agri-food industry collaborates to
improve the living conditions of workers and their families
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The Ethical Trade Forums (FCE)
announced on September 22 their new
legal form as an association: The Ethical
Trade Forums Association (ETFA). This
initiative arises thanks to the job done by
organizations and companies in the
sector that have been working together
since 2012.

The Association's purpose is, in addition
to improving workers’ welfare, to
support the social, economic and
environmental sustainability of the
Spanish agri-food sector.
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Presentation of the Association 
at the Fruit Attraction Fair
The recently constitution of the Ethical Trade Forums Association (ETFA) was
presented on October 5, 2022 at the Fruit Attraction fair that took place at IFEMA.
The event was held at the stand of the Alimer company and included the initial
intervention of the CEO of the Ethical Trade Forums, Sergio Barberá, who described
the development of the initiative and set out its goals.

Finally, the Minister of Agriculture of the Region of Murcia, Antonio Luengo, stated
that the start of the activity of this Association occurs at the right time and
encouraged the participation of those present.

Next, Miguel Ángel Moya, technical
director of Frutas Alhambra, one of the
sponsoring companies of the Forums,
presented his vision about the reasons
and benefits of actively participating in
them.

Subsequently, Julián Diaz, president of
the Governing Council of Alimer, a
cooperative that chairs the Board of
Directors of the Ethical Trade Forums
Association, described the lines of action
that will be followed in the future.

Partner companies to date:
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Ethical Trade Forums meets with 
the specialized press at the Fruit 
Attraction fair
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The Ethical Trade Forums held a meeting
with some representatives of the sector's
technical press at the AGROMARK stand,
within the framework of the Fruit
Attraction contest held in Madrid during
the month of October.

SIETE AGROMARKETING, MERCADOS
Magazine and FRESH PLAZA, shared the
presentation made by Cristina Navarro,
AGROMARK's Head of Human Resources,
and Sergio Barberá, Director of the
Ethical Trade Forums, in which the
characteristics of the initiative, the
structure, organization and purposes of
the recently created association, as well
as the mission on which all the efforts
are focused by the member companies
of the Forums and by the interest groups
that participate in this initiative.

With this communication action, the
Forums intend to transfer to the sector
the work that is being carried out and
the need to maintain a constant and fluid
collaborative gear, in order to meet
social and ethical goals, and identify new
challenges whose resolution has an
impact on the improvement of
companies in the sector and the well-
being of their workers.
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> If you want to become a member of the Ethical 
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Perks and benefits of being a member 
of the Ethical Trade Forums 
Association (ETFA):
The ETFA offers tools and services to its members to support them in improving
working conditions in the Spanish agri-food industry, creates a space to share
problems, best practices, and develop practical solutions to work challenges, and
offers seven different models of participation depending on the type of
organization, number of workers and objectives pursued. Each model will pay an
annual fee based on which free services will be received and may also enjoy
discounts on other services that the Association offers to its members.

> Services and activities included annually for all associate members:

6. Use of the logo of the Ethical Trade
Forums Association in its
communications.

7. Quarterly bulletin with information
about the Association, and its activities.

8. Visibility at WEB where the
organization will appear as an associate
member.

1. Attendance at 3 events (2 local and 1
international).

2. Access to Working Groups.

3. Attendance at 10 online seminars.

4. Access private area WEB.

5. Annual report of analysis of results
prepared by the Association.

> Discounts in services provided by ETFA based on membership type:

legislation and standards and customer
requirements.

6. Investigation of denounces.

7. Conflicts mediation.

8. Corporate communication plans.

9. Sustainability reports.

> For more information click HERE.

1. Face-to-face training.

2. Online training.

3. Workers Surveys (collaboration with
&Wider).

4. Grievance management mechanism.

5. Consultacy on and environment-tal
aspects including:
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Become a member!

If you want to become a member of the Ethical Trade Forums Association (ETFA):

> Download or access the online participation form to join the Ethical Trade
Forums Association.

> Do not forget to complete the participation commitment and send it to us along
with your logo to the following address: afce@conexionsocial.com

You may find all the information needed HERE.
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Regional meetings: “Behind the 
Water and Carbon Footprints of the 
agri-food sector”

Huelva hosted the face-to-face
meeting of the Ethical Trade Forums
with the title “Behind the water and
carbon footprints of the agri-food
sector”, held on November 3.

Alejandro Marín (DPS) opened the
day by communicating the actions
that the Sustainability Group of the
Ethical Trade Forums has carried out
in recent years and analyzing the
Carbon Footprint Guide. Experts such

as Patricia Gómez (Ecoterrae), Sebastián Guery (Life for Doñana) and Alejandro
Marín himself (DPS) discussed the calculation of footprints and clarified doubts to
the attendees regarding how to carry out this calculation and the measurement
equipment that exists for it. Luis Salvatella (Grupo La Cartuja) presented his
experiences in the field in search of efficiency in the use of water and Carmen
Palanco (Hortifrut) presented the Environmental Sustainability strategy of her
company where she explained the different actions that they carry out in search of
reduce that Carbon Footprint.

The day concluded with two parallel workshops. The first the first about the Water
Carbon Footprint led by Patricia Gómez and Cecilia Romero (Ecoterrae). And the
second one was given by Steve Miles (Emerging Leaders) with the help of the
Innocent and SVZ team, who gave some insights into Emerging Leaders training
methodology for empowering skills and leadership.

This meeting was attended by more than fifty attendees between companies and
stakeholder groups in the sector and had a dynamic and participatory course.
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Regional meetings, dynamic and 
participatory events between 
speakers and the public

Carlota Moratilla (Sanlúcar) was held and
the Forums accepted the challenge of
discussing what it consists of, what are
the components and how to calculate
the living wage in the future.

The day concluded with presentations by
Juan Pérez (Alimentos Mediterráneo)
and Sergio Barberá (Conexión Social)
about the Ethical Trade Forums
Association, and with the Carbon
Footprint Methodology and
Management workshop led by Carina
Mazzuz and Manuel Vicente.

Ethical Trade Forums
A space of trust where you can share great ideas and best practices in the
agri-food sector.

Let’s work together to have a positive impact on the industry
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The second day of the regional meetings

took place on November 8 in Gandía,
where Natalia Hotait (Earthworm)
opened the day with a presentation on
regenerative agriculture, later
establishing the bases for the
subsequent debate on Carbon
Footprints, its usefulness and the
different existing methodologies. This
panel of experts was joined by Nuria
Marco (RawData/eFoodPrint) and then
Andreu Román (BioDiversity Grow
Program, Polytechnic University of
Valencia) presented the practical
application of a sustainable production
program presenting the case of AM
Fresh Citrus Farming in collaboration
with BioDiversity Grow. Juanjo Martínez
(Oxfam) closed the first block of the
morning with a presentation on Fair
Trade. Subsequently, a workshop on
Living Wage led by Gloria Garcia and

> If you want to become a member of the Ethical Trade Forums Association click HERE.
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“Analyzing and learning about the 
Water and Carbon Footprint”
Almería hosted the 44th meeting of the
Ethical Trade Forums, the third day with the
title “Behind the water and carbon
footprints of the agri-food sector”.

Ana Hernández (Grupo Paloma) opened the
day with a presentation about the activities
of the Sustainability group of the Forums
and the good practices in relation to the
water and carbon footprint carried out by
Grupo Paloma. Next, María Lara (Ecoterrae),
Ana Martín (Life for Doñana) and Ana
Hernández (Grupo Paloma) shared a panel
in which they delved into the advantages
and disadvantages of the different
methodologies, as well as the importance
of the different indicators for measuring the
carbon footprint.

Carmen María Sánchez (La Ñeca), presented
the evolution that her organization has had
since in 2015 it began to work with the
calculation of footprints, a job after which
the reduction of the footprint is evident
today, and Octavio Acosta presented the
experiences with the work carried out in La

Unión, which implies a strategic approach
that is yielding results.

The day ended with two parallel workshops.
The first of them, given by Miguel Ángel
Sánchez, dealt with the construction of the
new Human Resources departments after
the legislative changes, a very lively debate
that remained pending in future events to
delve into this very important situation in
companies in the sector. The second, given
by Octavio and María, put into practice
everything they had learned during the day

During this same event, Juan Pérez, Cristina
Navarro and Sergio Barberá presented the
activities that the Ethical Trade Forums
Association is carrying out and encouraged
attendees to participate in said Association.
In this regard, it is worth noting the
attendance of a fairly representative
number of members of the Association,
which already reaches 50 local members
who join the 37 importers and
supermarkets that have been supporting
the initiative from the beginning.
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Webinars

Actions against trafficking persons with the
purpose of labour exploitation:
During the seminar, the difference between immigrant smuggling and human
trafficking was explained. They talked about how to detect these situations in
companies and how to react to them.

> Speakers: Loida Muñoz Olmo, Country Manager of A21 and
Lieutenant Elena Colás Fuentes, Judicial Police Technical Unit –
Human Trafficking Section.

Update on new technologies at farms and 
packhouses: the robots that arrive:
During the seminar, the arrival and use of APPs in farms and 
warehouses was discussed.

> Speakers: Iván Lütolf, President of Agrotech Spain and Eduardo Escuela
García, Production and Transport Manager at S.A.T. THE FAST.

18/10/2022

Building a suitable worker training plan:
The seminar explained the importance of training in the company, what a
training plan is, how to prepare it and how to develop it.

> Speakers: Manuel González, HR professional with extensive
experience and Mario Díaz, INNOCENT DRINKS.

15/09/2022
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Each section of this checklist refers to a
Guiding Principle, which are subdivided
into different categories. Each subsection
of each principle is made up of various
indicators linked to a self-assessment of
your level of compliance.

From the development of the Best
Practice Guide to the implementation of
the updated checklist, the Labor
Standards Working Group continues to
work to create a solid foundation that
reflects our members' commitment to
continuous improvement and their
involvement its implementation.

Working Groups: Update of the 
Guiding Principles checklist
From the Ethical Trade Forums we want
to encourage the use of the Guiding
Principles checklist as a tool that can
help companies in the sector to make
tangible the implementation of the
Guiding Principles of the Ethical Trade
Forums in each of their organizations.
and evaluate their status in terms of
compliance with ethical-social
obligations.

Our goal is that all our members adopt
these guiding principles together with
the necessary measures to guarantee
practices within the law and promote
good practices.
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their involvement in different areas of
ethical trade is essential for many
companies in the agri-food sector.

The group is in its first phase, focusing
our efforts on finding accountancy firms
and agencies that want to participate
and help us define the direction and
context to start, as well as assess their
perception regarding different aspects,
for example, their role in this field or
training and understanding of the
implications and ramifications of ethical
trade in the supply chain.

If this is a topic that interests you, we
invite you to participate by contacting us
through our new email from the Ethical
Trade Forums Association (ETFA):
afce@conexionsocial.com

New Working Group: Accountancy 
Firms and Labour Consultancies
After the international meeting that took
place last summer in the city of Granada,
a new working group has been created:
Accountancy Firms and Labour
Consultancies. Labor agencies and
accountancy firms play an essential role,
especially with small and medium-sized
companies that require their services to
comply with labor regulations and obtain
advice on them.

To date, two meetings have been held
with the working group. One of the goals
discussed has been to create training
materials as guides, manuals as advice,
as well as face-to-face seminars or
webinars.

We believe that the role of labor
agencies and accountancy firms and
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Face-to-face meetings:
During the following year 2023, 8 face-to-face meetings will be held, of which
the regional ones will take place in the months of March and November, and the
international meeting will be held in June.

2023

Webinars:

2023

On Tuesday, January 31st the Ethical
Trade Forums 2023 webinars calendar
will be opened with an Ethical Trade
Forums Association presentation,
established last September.

The aim of this session is to inform
about what it means for the
collaborative initiative that we all know
to become an Association, and what
the planned roadmap is in which each
of the members of the sector has a
significant space to occupy.

We would like to invite the companies
that have already decided to join the
project as associate members, in order
to offer all the necessary information to
continue advancing. We also want to
invite those who are not yet decided or
need to know more about the topic in
detail.

When registered, you´ll receive the
seminar access link. The webinar will
start at 16:00h (CET) and will last 90
minutes. It will be held in Spanish.

> To register click HERE.
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Activity and operation of the 
Association

the participation of non-members until 
June 2023. 

> The provision of different services
already ongoing (worker surveys, in-
person capacity building, online capacity
building, conflict mediation, forum and
sector KPI dashboard) or new ones to be
launched in 2023 (intelligence reports,
labour/environment management
systems implementation consultancy,
circular migration platform, Guiding
Principles digital self-assessment tool
such as the improved to digital due
diligence tool, and complaints
mechanism).

> Fully implementation of Forums
Association management systems and
membership growth (Advisory
Committee, governing board elections,
team recruitment, member services,
financial program for projects, etc.).

> Digitization.

> ETF External Impact assessment.

> Carrying out different activities such as
face-to-face meetings, regular forum
online seminars, joint online events and
the continuation of working groups with

The initiative consists of increasing and improving communication through:

professionalization and transformation
of the sector, through the collaborative
development of tools for the
implementation of best practices, in
addition to the welfare of workers and
their families.
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The association is governed by its first
Board of Directors made up of
representatives of the sector.
Its purpose is the social, economic and
environmental sustainability of the
Spanish agri-food sector, through the
promotion of better working conditions,

> If you want to become a member of the Ethical Trade Forums Association click HERE.


